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SUBJECT: Don, 1 thought you may be interested to see this information we just received
on the new Fisheries Closure schedule for the Duwamish River, in the past the Duwamish
was closed for water work (pile driving, dredging, rock placement, ect.) from April 1 thru
June 15. With the new regulations they have added another 3 and a half months per year to
the down time.

Sincerely,

Jim Sherman
General Construction
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Near shore shallow water habitat in Puget Sound is critical to tac survival of juvenile nnrinft fish
and juvenile salmonids during their spring out-mignnou. Ibis habitat includes all beaches and
beds of mnriae and csnwrinc waters of the state from ordinary high water waterwxrd TO -10.0 feet
(Meaa Lower Low Water -0.0 feet). This habitat a impuimit at anngatam coiridor. piodnccf
of food. =md serves as a refuge from predaaon. la addition* this hifriT" comprises spawning
habitat for many inaportant species of marine fish
shore* of the Sound, much of this critical habitat has bees lott doe to buDcfee&dxng, fitting,
dredging and other impacts associated with urban and industrial development. These iiupucts
have reduced the reproductive potential of those species dependant on this spawning habitat.
They have rrdutrd the area available for juvenile inmiiig fish and juvenile sahnonids to rear,
feed, snd migrate. And they have reduced the area available for juvenile qtmrnndt to
physiologically adopt from fresh to saltwater.

Numerous studies hove shown that certain benthie and epibemhic invertebrates found in shallow
water habitus seem to be ideally suited as prey for juvenile ttlinonids ftftd resident juvenile
marine fish because of their high visibility, size, and abundance. WDFW is concaved about
adverse impacts to these juvenile salxaotrid and my"*1" fi*h food resources resulting from
dredging in shallow water hahiw* Research indicates that intartid*! and shallow subndal
hiH'V* are more productive »**•« deeper water lnt'i|al<i haying 'die highest abondaoce of these
prey organisins. The most productive tidat clevgnons are buwicu -t-2.0- aid -Z.Q-fect (datmn,
Mean Lower Low Water IMLLW]- 0.0). fecreaafflgand/cf decreasing devanon results in a
curvilinear decrease in productivity. Dredging projects fear, reduce tidal elevation of shallow
water habitats thfigtinv reduce the productive capacity of the habitat.

Many saltwater habitats ̂ hit serve an «*!tmniai ftn^-Jinn in the developmental life history of fish
or *h*nfigh. '̂ "Tnrtng landward and waterwaid of the -1 0.0 contour can be Tmry^1^ by dtedgmg
projects. ~

WDFW h»bi««t policy (PQL-410). adopted September 1990, stttea "... it is the goal
to achieve no net loss of the productive capiciry of flw habitat of food fhti nrl «t»rilfish
resources of the state." This policy lemiiiu "^li^ffl^ of projects potentially i 1 ' " fih

mua and habitat to mitigate all adverse effeca. Applicantt matt first take aD reasonable
steps to avoid habitat damage, and second, take aD retaonafaie stEpa to nrirTimirr any unavoidable
habitat damag* Any habitai wtach is oaavoidtbly damaged or lost raatt be repUccd to its foU
productive G^ACity trrirg ]nvveu metbods. Mitiaation far *»*ri* g» to these habitats is gcuaQy
difficult and cxpuuivc. Therefore, it ia generally beaer to minimi'/r any unavoidable hgbitat
damage. If the piDpoaeddredgb^px^ect is located hi co area whan a nac&a vegetstxon
tospccttcni »»nH biological vaifini"^^ cannot be Tinf<M««)ff!^ by 'WDFW at low ti<1r, thfi inspection
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and biological assessment of the resources in the project area should be undertaken for the
applicant by a qualified biologist approved by WDFW.

In addition. WDFW is concerned about this project with regard to (he pending Endangered
Species Act(ES A) listings of Chinook salmon. This project has to be considered with regards to
the impacts th«T may be "mrd to juvenile and adult chinook saloton. A^hou^ ESA is oot
enacted ax of mia tirr?, every project is still receiving an evaluation wnir ESA.

be requiring a Closor* period m the I>owar^ 1 and
October 15 to-protecr reaming adult chinook salmon. - WDFW compgngaten for this closure by
reducing the standard juvenile salmon closure from March IS to lone 14^ to April 1 to lone 14.

Finally, in-warcr disposal of dredged material should comply with PSSDA requirements, and
sediment toxiary analysis should be required. The applicant should contact the Department' of
Ecology (DOE) for sampling requirements and the Dcpartmem of Natural Resources (DNR) for
disposal requirements. Disposal of dredged material mother areas may be authorized by WDFW
for beneficial 'UCT such as brtrh nourishment or capping ofcouUmiualed sediments. Project
proposals will be considered on a case by case basis. Upland disposal of dredged materials
should conform to witer quality best manageoem practices, and spoils should not be used TO fin
wetlands.

We also have a number of concerns with regard to the frequency of the need to dredging atons.. .
facility. There have been anmaber of requests to remove material spilled through accident* on
rite, but we an also concerned about the need fbrtnfttntenance dredging so soon after your last

^maintenance dredge.

If you hove a»y questions regardingtlnrseBa of your application, please contact me at (422)
379-2306.

Sincerely,

John F. Boettner
Area. Habitat Biologist

JFBrjfc:

cc Ted Muiler. WDFW
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